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Editor: John C. Dahl      Email nfcnrhs@gmail.com 

 

The meeting of the Chapter is scheduled for Friday, November 11, 2022 at 7:00 PM at the Town of 

Wheatfield Community / Senior Center, 2790 Church Road, North Tonawanda NY. Follow Rt 62 north 

to Ward Rd, turn left onto Ward Road and turn right onto Church Road.  

 

          RAILROAD MOVIE NIGHT WITH DEVAN LAWTON  

           Scenes on the Erie Lackawanna and Lehigh Valley RRôs  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired railroader and Chapter member Devan Lawton joins us and will be showing two super 

8mm silent movies for our membership and visitors. Photo: At Lanesboro, PA EL #3632 is 

eastbound with hotshot ñSanta Fe 100ò as the pushers head west at ñJAò, May 25, 1972. 

Devan Lawton photo.  For Detailed program info, please see next page.    
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Meeting program info ï continued  

 

Reel #1:   Erie -Lackawanna Railway: Devan worked as a locomotive fireman on train BM-7, ordered 6 am on 

October 27, 1974 (Buffalo, New York to Steamburg, Penna. via the River Line).  Devan was called for train  

MF-74 at 12:30 pm on October 28. Worked Meadville, Penna. to Waterboro, New York. Filmed on BM-7's lead 

diesel-electric locomotive EL RY E-8A # 816 (D,L&W # 816) and on MF-74 was EL RY F-7A # 6321 

(D,L&W # 632A). 

 

Reel # 2: Lehigh Valley Railroad: Various locations trackside from Western New York to Sayre, Penna. 

April,1970 to March 31, 1976. This last day was at the Niagara Junction block station/ train dispatcher's office, 

Depew, N.Y.   (note: this film covers the LAST trick on the LV RR prior to Conrail's start up). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
      

 The leaves have changed and now they have fallen. The temperature outside causes 

us to don warm clothing. We are beginning to hear the word ñsnowò again in the 

weather forecasts.  The season being upon us, I need to review the meeting 

cancellation procedure. We are listed with WGRZ TV channel 2. We send it to the 

other stations, but look to Channel 2 first. We also send it to radio stations WGR 

550AM, Oldies 104.1 FM, WYRK 106.5FM. We try to make the decision soon 

enough to make the 5 pm broadcasts.  

     Neal has begun the process of sending out the renewal notices. Please attend to that promptly and please be 

as generous as you can with your donations. All donations are carefully monitored so that they are invested in 

the project exactly as the donor intended.  

      The S Scale Resource, the magazine of the NASG group, featured a multipage article on their ñCanAmò 

convention held in Buffalo back in August. There were two photos of our Museum taken while they were 

visiting.  In addition to that, they gave us a nice donation for the day.  

Hereôs a link: Volume 9 No.1 (sscaleresource.com) 

     Speaking of group visits, the Studebaker car club came to visit our Museum on Saturday the 29th. Twenty 

some people lead by Howard Newberry, descended upon the Museum looking at everything and asking 

questions and taking pictures. It was a great day.  

     Coming up is the WNYRHS train show at the Fairgrounds, November 19 & 20 and Winterwalk.  

Winterwalk will be Saturday December 3rd, time to be announced. The Museum will be open. 

     There will be published in the next issue the list of Candidates running for election to the Board of Directors. 

This is in accordance with the Chapter Bylaws. The Election will be held at the December meeting. 

    While preparing that list, I jotted down a quick list of the names of the people who seem to do everything in 

the organization. We have approximately one hundred members. That list includes all the Board members as 

expected, but also another half dozen names besides. Thanks to everyone who makes this all work. Many of 

them wear several hats. 

      While the job of Program Coordinator is not a Board position, we are in need of someone to fill the position. 

It requires that the Coordinator keep track of the program schedule and report to the members at the meeting. Is 

this something that you could do?  

     With that, I hope to see you at the meeting. 

    

                                                                                                                                   JimBall 
 

Election notice for NRHS National -Chapter Advisory Council Representative.  

Becky Gerstung has agreed to serve again . The election for this will be held at the November meeting.

https://magazine.sscaleresource.com/books/tcsz/#p=9
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SCENE ON THE LINE   .  

 

Signaling has sure changed in recent 

years, gone from former New York 

Central lines are the searchlight style 

signals that were replacements 

themselves for the semaphore style 

blades once so common on many 

railroads. With PTC (Positive Train 

Control) now in place and interlocking 

towers long since banished, it is still 

good to see these trackside sentinels, 

even if modern and controlled from 

some very distant dispatching center 

and now electronically interlocked. The 

photo location is in Buffalo, NY at the 

junction of the Compromise and 

Niagara branch.  Amtrakôs train 64, 

The Maple Leaf, eastbound, whisks 

past. Larry Gustina photo, June 6, 

2022.   

 

Scene at the Chapterôs Erie RR 

Station 
 

A classic 1948 Studebaker Commander is 

spotted next to Erie caboose C345. The two 

are near contemporaries with the auto just a 

couple of years older than the caboose!  

October 29, 2022. - JCD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chapter member Howard Newberry is the 

proud owner of this classic Studebaker of the 

early 1960s. Thank you Howard for 

arranging this mini-classic car meet with the 

WNY Studebaker owners club. It was a 

beautiful day for an autumn trip. October 29, 

2022. - JCD 
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SCENE ï continued   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ñAutumn gloryò on the New York & Lake Erie, October 16, 2022. Alco FPA # 6758 and an Alco switcher in a 

sharp looking Erie RR heritage paint scheme of black and yellow, # 308, leads a trio of passenger cars with a 

sellout crowd of óleaf peepersô on board southbound past what was the old station location in Markhams, NY. 

(Note: usual power FPA 6764 is ailing with a leaky radiator system and under repairs from what we 

understand.)  The all too brief season of natureôs splendid color will be mostly over by the time this photo gets 

seen by ESX readers. But its memory will last and will help get this railfan through those dull, dreary days of 

winter which will soon follow. It makes me think of that famous quote: ñIf winter comes, can spring be far 

behind?ò ï Ode to the West Wind, English poet PB. Shelly, 1792-1822. John C. Dahl photo.  
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WHAT THE HECK ARE THESE? 

A Salamanca Surprise  

By Tony Schill  
 

Itôs a warm summerôs day back in the mid-1950ôs, and weôre on the platform at the Erieôs big brick Salamanca 

Station, on what was then a busy Main Line, just watching trains. Steam has been gone since 1954, but this is 

still a great place to spend a few hours. The distant blast of an air horn lets us know that an eastbound train will 

soon be passing our way. We expect to see some of the Erieôs many F-units or perhaps a brace of Alco FAôs. In 

a couple minutes the freight is rolling by the platform, and on the point are indeed four shiny ñcovered wagons.ò 

The Engineer gives us a friendly wave; heôs no doubt looking forward to the impending crew change. The 

locomotives are a fine sight to see, but as we take a closer look at the units we realize that they are, well, a bit 

ñdifferentò from the General Motors F-units we normally see here. The lead unit has a funnylooking headlight, 

corrugated sides, and the trucks are definitely not the Blombergs usually found under EMD F units. What the 

heck are these creatures? 

 

 
t of the are roll into Salamanca  
Here is the story. Letôs start by going back to 1939, when the General Motors EMC Division (later EMD) 

completed the first commercially successful diesel-electric road freight units in North America. That first set of 

four ñFTò units (in an A-B-B-A configuration) soon proved to a skeptical railroad industry that diesels could 

revolutionize the railroad freight business and that the long reign of the steam locomotive. Indeed, most 

railroads became fully dieselized within a mere 20 years after the debut of the FT.  

 

The FTôs barnstorming tour of 1940-41 covered the nation over every kind of railroad and under good 

conditions and bad. When the tour was over, the results were found to be overwhelmingly positive, and EMDôs 

mailbox was soon filled with orders for FTôs.  


