
 
JUNE 2022 

 

PUBLICATION OF THE NIAGARA FRONTIER CHAPTER NRHS, INC. 

Editor: John C. Dahl      Email nfcnrhs@gmail.com 

 

The meeting of the Chapter is scheduled for Friday, June 10, 2022 at 7:00 PM at the Town of Wheatfield 

Community / Senior Center, 2790 Church Road, North Tonawanda NY. Follow Rt 62 north to Ward Rd, 

turn left onto Ward Road and turn right onto Church Road.  

 

Trains, trains, trains… 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ll experience a journey of some different times and places in the last few decades.  This is a 

perspective of opportunity and casual railfanning.  The program will focus on slides, around the 

time slides gave way to digital, with mostly track side diesel on main and short lines. Some 

surprises are in store. Join us as Chapter member Randy Bogucki presents his view of 

railroading!   
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT       

     
     There is usually a lot going on at this time of year. With the change of 

seasons all kinds of activities ramp up. Everyone wants take advantage of the 

opportunity to be outside while it lasts. 

     Along with the usual things, our Chicken BBQ fundraiser, opening the 

Museum and restoration projects, we have new things. We are working through 

the opportunity process that the Downtown Revitalization Initiative presents to 

us. There is a lot of State money being offered and we are doing our best steer 

some it to our projects. Becky and Bruce have been going to meetings and 

working the process.  

     I mentioned our annual Chicken BBQ fundraiser above.  Thanks to Ben Hiltz, 

Al LeTeste, John Dahl, Neal and Gilly Keirn and their daughter Bess, Karen and Steve Frey, Karen Anstey, 

Dave Skoney Bob Andrycha. special thanks to Nancy Andrycha for stepping to be Chairperson while Becky 

was away at the National Convention. Thanks to Bruce Becker for his help and the loan of his tent and PA 

system.  

     On Tuesday the 24th of May the Chapter held an unveiling ceremony for the two historic markers that were 

placed at Midway Park. One of the markers is the for National Register and the other is the informational one. 

The New York State Parks people were very helpful and we had two speakers from their ranks. Jay Bailey, 

Regional Director NYS Parks, Allegany Region and two other gentlemen. There was also a representative from 

State Assemblyman Joseph Giglio, Wendy  Meyers-Brand along with Anton Schwarzmeuller and myself. A 

surprise speaker, Keren Walsh, daughter one of the parks last private owners who gave us a wonderful talk. She 

traced the family history of the Parks ownership in detail. What a wonderful surprise! 

     Many thanks to M. J. Lewandowski who recorded the ceremony for us. If you have never been to Midway 

Park, be sure to put it on your “to visit” list. Its’s a jewel and there are several other excellent places nearby to 

see. The beautifully restored Erie Depot in Jamestown is not far away. 

     In the coming weeks we look forward to visitors at the Museum, parking cars for Canal Fest, the “S Gauger” 

convention coming to visit and lots of restoration work. 

     With that, I hope to see you at the meeting. 

       

JimBall 

 
SCENE ON THE LINE – EXTRA EDITION PHOTO 

 
 Chapter member Anton Schwarzmeuller arranged for a 

special marker at Midway Park. It was unveiled on May 

24. Note the connection to railroad history, which 

particularly fascinates all of us to whom the flanged 

wheel on a set of railroad tracks is of interest, but 

especially so at places like this. M.J. Lewandowski photo. 

The historic amusement park is open in the summer 

months.  
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SCENE ON THE LINE 
 

 
On May 14, the Chapter annual fundraiser Chiavetta chicken BBQ was in full swing. Karen Frey, Gillian 

Kerin, Bob Andrycha and Bess Kerin handle the dinner assembly line. Outside several other members assisted 

as runners to deliver the meals while others took tickets and kept the traffic flowing. Thank You all!  

  

Midway Park near Bemis Point, NY in 

Chautauqua County was previously 

placed on the National Register. The 

historic amusement park was served by 

the Jamestown, Westfield and North 

Western RR, an electric interurban of 

much fame which was well known to 

early members of our group. Multiple 

trips over many years have been 

documented in ESX and other 

publications and some wonderful 

archival film footage by the now late 

John Prophet exist in our archives. 

Thank You Anton for “marking” yet 

another historic site! M.J. Lewandowski 

photo, May 24, 2022. 
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SCENE - continued 

Reconstruction work of the Dewey Avenue overpass on the Belt Line in Buffalo has been underway this spring.  

The original concrete arched viaduct was built in 1909. Larry Gustina photo, May  9, 2022. Notice that the 

right of way here once held a third set of tracks.  The location also highlights the rocky conditions through 

which the Belt Line tracks had to be lowered in this area over 100 years ago.   The numerous overpasses, street 

underpasses and drainage considerations must have taxed the abilities of the New York Central’s engineering 

department. Remarkably, the Belt Line still functions very well indeed and is still a vital link in freight traffic 

moving through Buffalo. Alas, the classic arch format will not be saved as late month photos have confirmed 

removal of the entire arch span, likely due to clearance considerations with today’s high loading railcars. 
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CHAPTER MEMORIES 

 

September 1939, New York, NY  
Story collected by Geoff Gerstung  
 

The Railroad Enthusiast – November 1939 issue  

 

New York Trip  

 

On Friday evening, September 1st, a group of twenty members and others left Buffalo in a special coach on the 

rear of Lehigh Valley train no.8 for a three-day visit to New York and the World’s Fair. Needless to say, the 

railroad exhibit at the Fair was the principal attraction to the majority. (Note: Rail fare for those in a group of 25 

or more to visit the Fair was $11.95 on the Lehigh. The date September 1st is also somewhat ominous as it 

marks the start of hostilities in Europe with Nazi Germany initiating an unprovoked attack on Poland. Within a 

few days France and Britain who had guaranteed Poland’s sovereignty would issue declarations of war and 

World War II would be underway.)  

 

September Meeting 

 

A regular meeting was held on September 8th in the Lehigh Valley Terminal. Among matters discussed were 

possibilities for an autumn leaf trip in October.  

 

The Buffalo Division was requested to entertain the Lackawanna Railroad Employees Masonic Association at 

their meeting in the Hotel Buffalo on September 27th. Chairman Shapley explained the purpose and activities of 

the Railroad Enthusiasts. Face-contortionist Arthur (Popeye) Ross, who is a New York Central brakeman and a 

member of the Enthusiasts put on a few acts to the amazement of the spectators. Then Secretary Prophet 

showed several reels of motion pictures of trips and other railroad scenes, after which a splendid luncheon was 

served.  

 

October Meeting 

 

A regular meeting was held on October 6th in the Lehigh valley Terminal. A nominating committee was 

appointed and various matters were discussed.  

 

Sunday, October 8th, members of the Rochester Chapter, NRHS and two members of the Railroad Enthusiasts 

from Syracuse were the guests of the Buffalo Division of the Enthusiasts. The group came to Buffalo on the 

New York Central, and the Enthusiasts supplied automobiles for an inspection tour of railroad facilities. Five 

enginehouses were visited: New York Central, Erie, Baltimore & Ohio, Nickel Plate, and Buffalo Creek RR. A 

fine dinner was enjoyed at the B&O Y.M.C.A. Early in the evening the Lehigh Valley Terminal was visited. 

After the gang had seen the “Black Diamond” arrive, the Enthusiast’s meeting room was opened and various 

railroad motion pictures were shown.  

 

Early in November the Enthusiasts will make a return visit to the Rochester Chapter of the NRHS. A splendid 

spirit of fellowship and cooperation prevails between the two organizations, and this condition is certainly 

beneficial to “railroad fandom”.  
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LEWISTON - YOUNGSTOWN FRONTIER RAILWAY COMPANY  

“The YOUNGSTOWN COLD STORAGE LINE” 

By Becky Gerstung 

 

Rural America was migrating to cities by the mid-nineteenth century.  Rail travel made life easier.  The small 

village of Youngstown wanted a railroad.  Two steam railroads had attempted to serve the area but failed.  In 

1855 the Niagara Falls & Lake Ontario and two years later the Canandaigua & Niagara Falls each made only 

one trip.  By the early 1890’s, electrification was revolutionizing rail travel. 

 

Lawrence D. Rumsey of Buffalo organized the Lewiston & Youngstown Frontier Railway in 1895.  His family 

was successful in the tannery business until they sold it to become involved with banking and railroads.  It has 

been said that Aaron and Bronson Rumsey owned a majority of the city of Buffalo with large Delaware Avenue 

estates.  Laurence built a summer home in Lewiston in 1885 which he farmed.  While President of the Bank of 

Buffalo he organized the Lewiston & Youngstown Frontier Railway.   By August 1896, the line opened for 

business.  It ran from the New York Central depot at the river’s edge on Water Street with a connection to the 

Niagara Gorge Railroad, up Center Street to 5th Street, onto completely fenced private right-of-way, past Stella 

Niagara, along Church and Main Streets in Youngstown to Fort Niagara.   The total length of the line was 7-1/4 

miles.  

 
A magnificent view of car #6 within a Niagara County orchard in full blossom in the springtime of some now 

long past year. Notice also that this electrified railroad carried United States mail and at that time was known 

as the ‘Old Fort Route’.  
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LEWISTON - YOUNGSTOWN – continued  

 

In 1897 Mr. Rumsey saw the success of the Great Gorge Route.  His original purpose was to transport fruit from 

surrounding farms.  The line was extended from Jackson Street at Main one mile to the lake shore creating a 

trolley park.  Many trolley lines had such parks.  The International Railway Company had their own park at the 

end of their North Tonawanda through Lockport to Olcott Beach line just a few miles to the east.  After the 

death of Mr. Rumsey, the park was renamed Ft. Niagara Beach and later Club Lakewood.  Hauling passengers 

to Fort Niagara and the park the line was known as the “Old Fort Route.” 

 

Crage & Trench built the line with electrical equipment being installed by F.W. Oliver Company from Niagara 

Falls.  The road itself cost $63,500 while the electrification cost another $9,750.  The wires were spanned across 

streets in the villages.  On the route between villages poles were used.  The poles and fence posts were painted 

olive green. 

 

No powerhouse was necessary.  Power was obtained from the Niagara Falls Hydraulic Power & Manufacturing 

Company plant from a l,000 hp generator in the powerhouse located at the foot of the escarpment.  550 volts 

was raised to 750 volts passing through a booster.  Wires were strung on the poles of the Niagara Gorge 

Railroad which carried them to Lewiston for connection with the L&Y. 

 

The railroad had four open cars and two closed combines made by the J. G. Brill Company of Philadelphia.  

The combination cars allowed the motorman to operate baggage end forward in addition to using the vestibule 

end.  Cars were also leased from the Great Gorge Route. 

 

Even with the increased passenger service in the summer months the line also managed freight.  The rich fruit 

farmlands of the area produced apples, peaches, cherries, and grapes.  The Youngstown Cold Storage was built 

in 1913.   In 1926 the Cold Storage petitioned the Public Service Commission to abandon the line for passenger 

service.  They continued to haul freight between Lewiston and Youngstown buying the line in 1932.  A 

connection was made with the New York Central for getting fresh produce to market in Niagara Falls, Buffalo 

and beyond.   

 

The Great Gorge Railroad ceased operation in 1935.  This ended any electrical service to the L&Y.   We have 

found photos of steam and diesel locomotives being used on the line.  A Porter built 0-4-0 and eventually a 

small diesel managed the freight.  

Sadly, with the use of trucks, the 

line was sold to Niagara Mohawk 

Power Corporation in 1950 and 

service ended. 

 

Thanks are extended to Tom 

Collister of the Lewiston 

Historical Society and Karen 

Noonan of the Youngstown 

Historical society for their 

assistance and providing 

photographs.  
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LEWISTON - YOUNGSTOWN – continued 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Editor’s note: I had only a vague knowledge of this line before reading Becky’s excellent article. There is also a 

well-executed video available on the history of this line which we will arrange to show at a future meeting. No 

doubt, many World War I veterans actually rode this rail line; my grandfather in the WWI group. My own 

father served in WWII, but by then passenger service had ended. Both men, when inducted into the Service were 

sent to Fort Niagara for their initial processing before boot camp by Uncle Sam.  
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ON THE TRACK AHEAD 

 

At this writing September’s program is not yet settled. Which brings up once again our never-ending reminder 

and request for your participation in our meeting programs. Great shows don’t just happen, someone like you 

puts together the photos and narration. We’ve been very fortunate to have generous program providers, but it is 

an ongoing need and we always can use new material and new ideas. With ten meetings a year, plus an annual 

banquet we provide a lot of historic and entertainment content for our members and guests!  We have projection 

equipment and computer hardware. But we need your participation with a program to make it all happen.  

 

 

MARKERS 
 

 

Wannamaker, Kempton & 

Southern No. 7258 putts along 

its rural line, cab door open to 

catch a breeze on a beautiful 

Sunday afternoon in Kempton, 

PA on May 19, 2019. The little 

tourist operation located north 

of Reading offers a relaxing 

ride of about an hour through 

some of the most bucolic 

scenery you will find.  

 

With summer nearly upon us, 

get out there and explore. The 

small tourist train operations 

often have some of the most 

interesting and historic 

railway equipment one will 

ever find, and to see it in 

operation (as opposed to 

simply a static display) adds 

enormously to its appeal.  

 

With a classic early gas-

electric locomotive, an 

authentic Reading steel 

caboose, an open gondola 

rider car and a classic 

Lackawanna coach bringing 

up the markers, I can hear the 

horn tooting now as our train 

rumbles past!   

 

John C. Dahl photos.  
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CHAPTER CALENDAR  

 
JUN 10 Regular meeting, Town of Wheatfield Senior Center. Program by Randy Bogucki, 

Trains, trains, trains. A photo perspective on opportunity and casual railfanning.  

 

  

  

JUN-JUL-AUG Station Open most Saturdays, 11 AM to 4 PM, volunteer docents needed! 

 

The Niagara Frontier Chapter NRHS, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) publicly supported organization.  

Contributions may be deductible for income tax purposes in accordance with the Internal Revenue Service. 

*** IMPORTANT REMINDERS *** If you receive hardcopy of the ESX and your mailing address changes, 

please send to the attention of Neal Kerin so that your Empire State Express can be addressed properly. 

Likewise, if your email address changes for any reason, please let us know by sending it to nfcnrhs@gmail.com 

THANK YOU 

 

The Empire State Express is mailed free to all members of the Niagara Frontier Chapter NRHS, Inc. Anyone 

who is not a Chapter / NRHS member may receive The Empire State Express by mail at a subscription rate of 

$35.00 a year postpaid, e-mail rate $25.00. Please contact the Chapter at PO Box 1043, North Tonawanda, NY 

14120 for details. 
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